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BackgroundBackground

•• In 2010, the American Association of Public Health In 2010, the American Association of Public Health 
Dentistry was supported by a 5 year grant through Dentistry was supported by a 5 year grant through 
Health Resources and Services Administration Health Resources and Services Administration 
(HRSA) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human (HRSA) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) under grant number D83HP19949 Services (HHS) under grant number D83HP19949 
Predoctoral Training in General, Pediatric, and Predoctoral Training in General, Pediatric, and 
Public Health Dentistry and Dental Hygiene, grant Public Health Dentistry and Dental Hygiene, grant 
amount $650,000. amount $650,000. 



Goal

To develop and implement a model preTo develop and implement a model pre--
doctoral core curriculum in dental public doctoral core curriculum in dental public 
health for dental and dental hygiene health for dental and dental hygiene 
students that will result in increased public students that will result in increased public 
health awareness, knowledge and skills of health awareness, knowledge and skills of 
dental and hygiene students nationally.dental and hygiene students nationally.



•• Objective I: Objective I: Develop a set of core dental public health Develop a set of core dental public health 
competencies for precompetencies for pre--doctoral dental and dental hygiene doctoral dental and dental hygiene 
education.education.

•• Objective II Objective II –– Develop a model dental public health Develop a model dental public health 
curriculum based on the previously determined core curriculum based on the previously determined core 
competencies for precompetencies for pre--doctoral dental and dental hygiene doctoral dental and dental hygiene 
students.students.

•• Objective III Objective III –– Conduct pilot programs to test the curriculum Conduct pilot programs to test the curriculum 
at dental and dental hygiene schools.at dental and dental hygiene schools.

•• Objective IV Objective IV –– Establish a SpeakerEstablish a Speaker’’s Bureau through AAPHD s Bureau through AAPHD 
of instructors who can provide training on the model preof instructors who can provide training on the model pre--
doctoral dental public health curriculum to educational doctoral dental public health curriculum to educational 
institutions throughout the United States.institutions throughout the United States.

ObjectivesObjectives of the grantof the grant



1.1. Incorporate ethical reasoning and actions in oral Incorporate ethical reasoning and actions in oral 
health carehealth care

2.2. Synthesize, critique, and apply information from Synthesize, critique, and apply information from 
scientific and lay sources to improve the publicscientific and lay sources to improve the public’’s s 
oral health oral health 

3.3. Describe social and health care systems and Describe social and health care systems and 
determinants of health and their impact on the oral determinants of health and their impact on the oral 
health of the individual and population health of the individual and population 

4.4. Assess risk and select preventive interventions and Assess risk and select preventive interventions and 
strategies to promote health and control oral strategies to promote health and control oral 
diseases at the individual and population level diseases at the individual and population level 

Objective 1Objective 1
Eight CompetenciesEight Competencies



5.5. Demonstrate the ability to access and use population Demonstrate the ability to access and use population 
health data for health promotion, patient care, and health data for health promotion, patient care, and 
quality improvementquality improvement

6.6. Communicate and collaborate with all stakeholders, to Communicate and collaborate with all stakeholders, to 
advocate for oral and general health advocate for oral and general health 

7.7. Develop a capacity for lifelong learning and Develop a capacity for lifelong learning and 
professional growth in order to provide leadership in professional growth in order to provide leadership in 
utilizing the principles of dental public health utilizing the principles of dental public health 

8.8. Demonstrate the ability to participate in Demonstrate the ability to participate in 
interdisciplinary care across the lifespan with people interdisciplinary care across the lifespan with people 
from diverse communities and cultures from diverse communities and cultures 

Objective 1Objective 1
Eight CompetenciesEight Competencies



23 DPH Topics 23 DPH Topics 

 Ethical reasoningEthical reasoning

 Cultural competencyCultural competency

 Critical evaluation of literatureCritical evaluation of literature

 Social and health care systemsSocial and health care systems

 Determinants of healthDeterminants of health

 Risk or needs assessmentRisk or needs assessment

 Evidence based dentistryEvidence based dentistry

 Promoting health and control of oral diseasesPromoting health and control of oral diseases

 Prevention (Primary, Secondary, Tertiary)Prevention (Primary, Secondary, Tertiary)

 Patient care and quality improvementPatient care and quality improvement

 Research methodologyResearch methodology

 CommunicationCommunication

 CollaborationCollaboration

 Oral health advocacyOral health advocacy

 Oral Health LiteracyOral Health Literacy

 Oral health and systemic connectionOral health and systemic connection

 Professional growth and leadershipProfessional growth and leadership

 Lifelong learningLifelong learning

 Principles of dental public healthPrinciples of dental public health

 InterInter--professional care professional care 

 Financial program planningFinancial program planning

 Individual and population level motivational Individual and population level motivational 
interviewinginterviewing

 Service learningService learning 77



Objective 2Objective 2
CurriculumCurriculum

•• 6 courses were developed6 courses were developed
•• Principles in Dental Public HealthPrinciples in Dental Public Health

•• Evidence based dentistryEvidence based dentistry

•• Ethics and Dental Public HealthEthics and Dental Public Health

•• Dental Public Health Policy and AdvocacyDental Public Health Policy and Advocacy

•• Oral Health Promotion and Disease PreventionOral Health Promotion and Disease Prevention

•• Oral health Literacy and Dental Public HealthOral health Literacy and Dental Public Health



Objective 3Objective 3
Pilot testingPilot testing

1075 dental students

250 dental hygiene students



Objective IVObjective IV
Speakers bureauSpeakers bureau



Final curriculum launched on Final curriculum launched on 
aaphd webpageaaphd webpage

•• August 2015August 2015



Purpose of this studyPurpose of this study

• To determine the potential utilization of the AAPHD 
HRSA DPH curriculum in dental and dental hygiene 
programs since its release in August 2015.



MethodsMethods

• Monitored the utilization of 
courses since released in 
August 2015

• To do this, a form was 
developed that collected data 
from users.  

• Data collected consisted of 
demographic data and data 
on the curriculum’s intended 
use.

• Google Analytics was used to 
capture and monitor the data. 



Number of individuals downloaded in US Number of individuals downloaded in US 
and internationallyand internationally

Principles 
in DPH

Oral 
health 

promotion 
and  

disease 
preventio

n

Oral 
health 

literacy 
and DPH

DPH 
ethics

Advocac
y

Evidence 
Based 

Dentistry

US 103 57 66 42 49 54
International 8 7 4 4 4 6

Canada, Taiwan, Egypt, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, United 
Kingdom, Korea



Distribution of number of individuals who Distribution of number of individuals who 
downloaded by course and type of students downloaded by course and type of students 

they taughtthey taught
Principles 

in DPH
Oral health 
literacy and 

DPH

Health 
promotion 

and  disease 
prevention

Evidence 
Based 

Dentistry

DPH 
Policy 

and 
Advocacy

DPH 
ethics

Individuals 
teaching Dental 
students

33 25 23 24 22 16

Individuals 
teaching DH 
students

50 26 22 21 16 20

Individuals 
teaching Both 

9 5 7 5 6 3

Other 19 14 11 10 9 7
TOTAL 111 70 64 60 53 46



Distribution of other categoryDistribution of other category

•• Faculty teaching Faculty teaching 

•• DPH residentsDPH residents

•• Dental residentsDental residents

•• Dental AssistantsDental Assistants

•• Dental therapyDental therapy

•• Medical program faculty Medical program faculty 

•• Dental administratorsDental administrators

•• Air Force Air Force 

•• Private dentistsPrivate dentists

•• To work on a DPH HRSA training grantTo work on a DPH HRSA training grant



Number of students to be Number of students to be 
trainedtrained

Principles 
in DPH

Oral 
health 

literacy 
and DPH

Evidence 
Based 

Dentistry

DPH 
Policy and 
Advocacy

Health 
promotion 

and  
prevention

DPH 
ethics

Dental 1123 840 937 602 649 585
DH students 403 311 253 205 293 251
Both 325 75 180 88 90 60
DPH residents 24 24 - - - -

Other 
(medical, 
DAs, DTs, 
Pediatric 
residents)

458 270 102 285 72 46

TOTAL 2333 1710 1472 1180 1150 942



ConclusionConclusion

• DPH curriculum is being accessed and possibly 
utilized in dental and dental hygiene programs at the 
pre-doctoral level nationally, as intended, including 
across the globe. 



Next StepsNext Steps

•• Survey the curriculum usersSurvey the curriculum users
•• Modes of useModes of use

•• Students actually been trainedStudents actually been trained

•• Pros and consPros and cons

•• Receptiveness of the studentsReceptiveness of the students

•• RecommendationsRecommendations



Next StepsNext Steps

•• Developing curriculum for those in MPH program Developing curriculum for those in MPH program 

•• Offering certificate programs DAs, DTsOffering certificate programs DAs, DTs

•• Degree completion for DHsDegree completion for DHs



•• This grant was funded by HRSA through American This grant was funded by HRSA through American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Funding. Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Funding. 
Grant #D83HP19949Grant #D83HP19949


